Violence and Physical Disabilities

Physical Disabilities can occur as a result of
violence, some of these may be temporary, I. e.
broken bones. Other injuries may result in
permanent disabilities like spinal cord injury
from the battery or from gun shots or
amputations from an injury.




Mental lliness

When you hear the words “mental iliness” or “psychiatric
disability” ...what image comes to your mind?

Does It look something like
this?




What Is Mental lllness?

Mental iliness is an illness that affects or is manifested
In a person's brain. It may impact the way a person
thinks, behaves and interacts with other people.

The term "mental illness" encompasses numerous
psychiatric disorders and just like illnesses that affect
other parts of the body, they can vary in severity.

Many people suffering from mental illness may not
look as though they are ill or that something is wrong,
while others may appear to be confused, agitated, or
withdrawn.



Stigma of Mental lliness

In our society mental illness carries a substantial stigma.

People with mental ilinesses are blamed for bringing on
their own illnesses or seen as victims of bad fate, religious
and moral transgression, or witchcraft. This stigma keeps
families and individuals from acknowledging that a family
member is ill. Some may hide or overprotect the person
with a mental iliness, which keeps them from receiving
potentially effective care. Others may reject the person
from the family.

When these attitudes are magnified to a whole society it
leads to underfunding of mental health services and

Inadequate care.



The Experience of Mental
lliness

People with psychiatric disabilities are the only Americans
who can have their freedom taken away and be
Institutionalized or incarcerated without being convicted of a
crime and with minimal or no respect for their due process
rights. They are the only Americans who can routinely be
forced to submit to medical treatments against their will.
When people with psychiatric disabilities die in facilities that
are supposed to serve and protect them, their deaths are
rarely investigated, and even when they are, criminal
charges are rarely filed.






Extermination

People with mental illnesses were
the first victims to be exterminated in
Nazi Germany. In 1939 German
psychiatric hospitals held between
300,000 and 320,00 patients. Only
1946 40,000 were still alive after the war.
In 1941, the Hadamar psychiatric
‘ Institution celebrated the cremation of
its ten thousandth "mental patient."

320,000 40,000

mentally mentally
ill alive ill alive




Casualties 1950-1964

Death

Between 1950 and 1964, more people
died in United States federal, state and
county ‘'mental institutions' than the
number of Americans killed in the
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the
Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish-
American War, World War |, World War Il,
the Korean War, Vietnam, and the Persian
Gulfwar.........ccooee vl

Combined!




Prevalence of Mental lliness

Percentage of people experiencing
disorder during their lives

(&) schizophrenia
and related disorders®

(b Mania

i) Panic disorder

(d) dnkisocial personality disorder
(&) Post-traumatic stress disorder
(F) Simple phabia

(g} Social phaobia

th) Major depression
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*Related disorders include schizophreniform disorder, schizoaffective disorder,
delusional disorder, and atwpical pswchosis,

Source: Mational Comorbidity Survey, Archives of General Fepchiatrp, 1994



Domestic Violence and Mental

lliness
There are many psychological effects of domestic violence:
> 60% of battered women report depression
> Battered women are at greater risk for suicide

attempts, with 25% of suicide attempts by Caucasian
women and 50% of suicide attempts by African
American women preceded by abuse.

> Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is another
common effect and it is characterized by symptoms
such as flashbacks, intrusive imagery, nightmares,
anxiety, emotional numbing, insomnia, hyper-
vigilance, and avoidance of traumatic triggers.
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Myopia (nearsightedness)

Retinitis pigmentosa (RP)
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tiny bones inside the middle ear to pass along sound waves to
the inner ear or the failure of the eardrum to vibrate in
response to sound waves.

Sensorineural hearing loss results from malfunction of inner
ear structures (i.e., cochlea) due to disease, trauma or some
other disruptive event targeting the cochlear nerve.




Mixed hearing loss is a combination of conductive
and sensorineural hearing loss.

Central auditory dysfunction results from damage
or dysfunction at the level of the 8th cranial nerve,
auditory brain stem, or cerebral cortex.

Prelingual hearing loss is present before speech
develops.

Postlingual hearing loss occurs after the development
of normal speech.



Causes of hearing loss and deafness include:

v Hereditary, in most cases, hereditary deafness is caused by
malformations of the inner ear.

v Genetics, includes osteogenesis imperfecta and multiple lentigines
syndrome.
4 Prenatal exposure to disease, including rubella (German measles),

influenza and mumps.

v Noise

v Trauma

v Diseases, like meningitis, mumps, cytomegalovirus and chicken pox.
v Meniere's disease

v Exposure to certain chemicals.

v Age



Deaf vs. deaf

Deaf with a lowercase-d is generally understood to mean a physical loss
of hearing. This use of the word “deaf” refers to the millions of people
who suffer some degree of hearing loss due to age. Despite this loss of
hearing, whether it is a mild reduction or a complete loss, these
Individuals are not members of the Deaf Community.

Capital-d Deaf is a term that is applied to those individuals who lose
their hearing at a young age. These individuals grow up NOT in the
hearing world, but as members of the Deaf Community. Linguistically,
the Deaf are a separate community from the hearing world. The Deaf
Community's primary language is American Sign Language. This
distinction may seem minor, but it underlies the foundation of Deaf
Culture. The Deaf Community has its own social structures, art, clubs
and organizations, values and cultural history.




Speech Disabilities

Fluency disorder: an interruption in the flow or rhythm of
speech characterized by hesitations, repetitions or
prolongations of nouns, syllables, words or phrases.

Articulation disorder: difficulties with the way sounds are
formed and strung together, characterized by substituting
one sound for another (wabbit for rabbit), omitting a sound
(han for hand) and distorting a sound (shlip for sip).

Voice disorder: characterized by inappropriate pitch (too
high, too low never changing or interrupted by breaks; quality
(harsh, hoarse, breathy or nasal); loudness, resonance, and
duration.



Speech Disabilities

Aphasia the loss of speech and language abilities generally
resulting from stroke.

Apraxia of speech, is a speech disorder in which a person

has trouble saying what he or she wants to say correctly and
consistently.

Delayed language characterized by a marked slowness in

the development of language skills necessary for expressing
and understanding thoughts and ideas.



